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Lincoln Legacy Day Set for August 4 

Frankfort, KY - (July 27, 2007) Witness a re-creation of President Abraham Lincoln's eulogy of the great statesman, Henry Clay, and a portrayal of Clay's famous Market Speech at Ashland: The Henry Clay Estate in Lexington, beginning 11:30 a.m. Saturday, August 4. The event is free and open to the public. 
"Henry Clay's influence on Abraham Lincoln is probably one of the lesser-known but most important legacies," said Eric Brooks, curator of The Henry Clay Estate. "Lincoln Legacy Day will bring it forward from the darkness fully into the light via several incredible and largely unknown artifacts and a never-before- seen dramatic presentation."

Lincoln once referred to Henry Clay as his ideal of a statesman. For his part, Henry Clay served his country as a state representative, United States senator, congressman, Speaker of the House, and secretary of state. Clay was known as "The Great Compromiser," and he used his role as Speaker of the House to broker the Missouri Compromise. Clay died on June 29, 1852, and President Lincoln delivered a stirring eulogy, emphasizing Clay's devotion to liberty.

Chautauqua performer George McGee will portray Clay. Kentucky Actor Kevin Lanham will portray Lincoln. Midway resident Donna Foreman will appear in costume as Mary Todd Lincoln and period music will be performed by Chris Propes.

"Lincoln Legacy Day will explore yet another aspect of Lincoln's deep relationship with his native state," said Warren Greer, program coordinator for the Kentucky Abraham Lincoln Bicentennial Commission. "During the Lincoln Bicentennial, people throughout the world will see the integral role Kentucky played in the development of Lincoln's character, thoughts, and ideals."

Attendees can bring a brown bag lunch or purchase a boxed lunch at the Gingko Tree Café at Ashland. The performances will be held on the back terrace of the estate. In the event of rain, the performance will be rescheduled for August 11.

The Ashland Estate is located at 120 Sycamore Road in Lexington. For more information, call 859-266-8581 or visit the Web site at: www.henryclay.org.
Funding for the program was provided, in part, by the Kentucky Abraham Lincoln Bicentennial Commission, which is administered by the Kentucky Historical Society. The commission was established to commemorate the 200th anniversary of the birth of Kentucky's native son, President Abraham Lincoln, on February 12, 2009. For more information about the Lincoln commission and other upcoming events, visit the commission's Web site at: www.kylincoln.org.

About Us 

The Kentucky Abraham Lincoln Bicentennial Commission (KALBC), including its administrative team at the Kentucky Historical Society and its Commerce Cabinet partners, has positioned Kentucky as a leader in the Lincoln Bicentennial scheduled for 2008-2010.

The mission of the KALBC is to commemorate, in conjunction with the National Abraham Lincoln Bicentennial Commission, the 200th birthday of Abraham Lincoln, emphasizing Kentucky's contribution to his thoughts and ideals, and to serve as a coordinator of statewide efforts to convey Lincoln's Kentucky story and his legacy of freedom, democracy and equal opportunity for all. For more information about the Kentucky Lincoln Bicentennial Commission, visit www.kylincoln.org.
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