
One good Turn deserves another.
F a b l e IX.  Of the Dove and the Bee.
A Thirsty Bee came to a Fountain to drink; but being too hasty, fell in.

A Dove, in a neighbouring Tree, seeing the bee struggle for Life, set herself upon a Branch that hung over the Fountain, and by her Weight, brought it to the Water, that the Bee might get upon it; and so saved her life.


Some short Time after, a Snare was laid for the Dove; and while the Fowler was drawing his Net together, the Bee (who at the Instant was flying over) seeing her Deliverer in such Danger, stung the Fowler to severely, that he was obliged to let the Net go again, by which Means the Dove escaped.

The Interpretation.


Be helpful to thy Friend; and always return thanks to those who deserve them.
Illustration from Thomas Bewick Select Fables of Aesop (1818) on Aesopica (http://mythfolklore.net/aesopica/index.htm); Fable from Thomas Dilworth, A New Guide to the English Tongue (Delmar, N.Y.: Scholars’ Facsimiles & Reprints, 1978)
