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Kentucky to Host National Bicentennial Commemoration Events

Louisville, KY (September 27, 2007) – President George W. Bush has been invited to Kentucky to launch the nation’s Abraham Lincoln Bicentennial Commemoration, celebrating the 200th anniversary of the birth of Kentucky’s native son. The national kick-off event begins in Louisville on February 11, 2008, and continues with the official kick-off ceremony in Hodgenville on February 12.

Representatives from the National and the Kentucky Abraham Lincoln Bicentennial Commissions announced formal plans during a press conference today at Farmington Historic Home in Louisville.

“Lincoln’s life, at every corner, came back to Kentucky,” said LaRue County Judge-Executive Tommy Turner, a member of the national commission and cochairman of the Kentucky commission. “It is altogether fitting and proper that we do this.”

Louisville Mayor Jerry Abramson discussed specific bicentennial plans underway in Louisville, including a major sculpture dedication at Louisville’s Waterfront Park. Lindy Casebier, executive director of the Kentucky Office of Arts and Cultural Heritage, said “this is truly a wonderful event for Kentucky. We’re going to remind the world that Abraham Lincoln was a Kentuckian. He got his start here.”
President Bush is expected to launch the celebration with a keynote address at the Abraham Lincoln Birthplace National Historic Site in Hodgenville. The American Spiritual Ensemble and Saxton’s Cornet Band will perform the music. Award-winning actor Sam Waterston, best known for his television role as assistant district attorney on Law and Order, will deliver a dramatic presentation of Lincoln’s words.

The ceremonies in Hodgenville are free and open to the public.

A day-long celebration and bicentennial gala event will be held in Louisville on February 11. Events include:

· Lincoln on Leadership Symposium at the Frazier International History Museum. The symposium will feature Pulitzer-Prize-winning author, Doris Kearns Goodwin. Dr. Goodwin is author of Team of Rivals: The Political Genius of Abraham Lincoln. She will discuss Lincoln’s leadership qualities. Richard Goodwin, best known as a speechwriter and advisor to presidents John F. Kennedy and Lyndon B. Johnson and to U.S. Senator Robert F. Kennedy, will also address the symposium.

· Champagne reception at the Kentucky Center for the Arts. The reception is open to program sponsors, guests, dignitaries, and preferred ticket holders. The University of Louisville Marching Band will perform patriotic music.

· Celebration of Lincoln at the Kentucky Center for the Arts. Bob Edwards, an award-winning journalist and Louisville native, will serve as host. The event will feature a musical and dramatic tribute to the nation’s 16th president with acclaimed soprano Angela Brown. Brown will perform with the Louisville Orchestra, which will premiere its newly commissioned work for the bicentennial, composed by Peter Schickele. Waterston and Lincoln scholar Harold Holzer will cap the evening with a performance of “Lincoln Seen and Heard,” a dramatic presentation of Lincoln speeches and photographs.
Tickets for the February 11 event are expected to go on sale at the Center for the Arts on Friday, November 2. 
“I think it’s extremely significant that this national kick-off for Lincoln is beginning in Kentucky,” said Kent Whitworth, executive director of the Kentucky Historical Society.  “We’re thrilled that what’s going to be a two-year commemoration will have this kind of launch. It’s a very exciting, dynamic, two-year commemoration.”
Numerous Lincoln-related events are already underway throughout Kentucky. Some of the upcoming events include:

· Kentucky Educational Television’s premiere of Lincoln: “I too, am a Kentuckian,” in March 2008

· Beyond the Log Cabin, Kentucky’s Abraham Lincoln, exhibition opening at the Thomas D. Clark Center for Kentucky History, Frankfort, in October 2008
· Debut of  Kentucky’s “Birthplace of Lincoln” license plates in December 2007

· Unveiling of the Kentucky Lincoln Heritage Trail in February 2008

The Kentucky Abraham Lincoln Bicentennial Commission was established in 2004 to help organize and coordinate the state’s commemorative activities. It is administered by the Kentucky Historical Society. Its mission is to ensure that Kentucky’s Lincoln story is an essential part of the national celebration, emphasizing Kentucky’s contributions to his thoughts and ideals. For more information about the commission, visit the official Web site at: www.kylincoln.org.
# # # #

